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THE SYMPTOMS R
AND HEALTH RISKS? A

When used by people, xylazine can cause:

@ Dangerously low
x blood pressure &

heart rate

@ Difficulty breathing
Overdose

@ Confusion, & Death
disorientation & v61

hallucinations

N

Wounds, ulcers
& rotting skin

@ Severe withdrawal symptoms

ADDICGTION

Repeated exposure to xylazine may lead
to dependence, addiction, and withdrawal.

& ) Vision changes 7 @ Agitation
@ Severe anxiety 7 (>}

@ Numbness in 7 @ Sharp 7
fingers and toes chest pains

These side effects may lead to continued
abuse and undermine any efforts to treat
ah ongoing opioid use disorder (OUD).

Disabling 7
migraines

YOUR SKIN

Using substances containing xylazine can
cause gruesome wounds and scaly,
decaying skin tissue, which can become
iInfected and lead to amputation.

It is essential that the wounds be appropriately
treated to prevent serious infections and amputations.
Not all xylazine wounds require antibiotic treatment,
but in some cases they may be necessary.

Regularly cleanse wounds with soap and
water. Cover wounds with nonadherent
dressings, changed dally, if possible.

If you have wounds, see a medical
professional as soon as possible.
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T DOES 1T
LOOK LIKE?

Xylazine comes as a liquid solution for
Injection In veterinary use. The liquid
solution can be dried into a powder.

In the illicit drug supply, it can appear
as a White or brown powder.

Because it can be mixed into other
powders or pressed into pills, it can be
difficult to identify based on appearance.
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The main risk associated with tranq is the
potential for a fatal overdose. The danger
of combining xylazine and opioids comes
from the fact that they both depress the
respiratory system.

Because xylazine is a sedative and not an
opioid, it may not respond to standard
opioid overdose reversal treatments such
as haloxone, often known as Narcan®.
Naloxone will address the effects of
opioids but not those of xylazine.
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Xylazine is a non-opioid sedative or tranquilizer,
used by veterinarians, that is not approved for
use in people. Human trials were shut down
because the drug led to respiratory

depression and low blood pressure.

Also known as “tranqg,” xylazine is being used
to bulk up illicit fentanyl and has been
detected in mixtures containing cocaine,
methamphetamine, heroin, and a variety of
other drugs. Tranq is used by individuals
looking for a cheap and easy high or to
lengthen drug effects.
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In addition to giving naloxone and calling 9-1-1, you can give rescue
breaths to someone suspected of overdosing. Rescue breaths are
especially helpful for people who have used xylazine because it
causes breathing to slow down.

To give rescue breaths to adults, make sure:

g The person’s airway is clear

Q Place one hand on the person’s chin, tilt
the head back, and pinch the nose closed

@ Place your mouth over the person’s mouth
to make a seal and give two slow breaths

e Watch for the person’s chest (but not the
stomach) to rise and follow up with one
breath every 5 seconds

WHAT T0 DOJ J1]
AN OVERDOSE?

Naloxone should be given in response to any
suspected drug overdose to reverse any possible
opioid effects. Naloxone will not reverse the effects
of xylazine, but because it is often used with
opioids like fentanyl, naloxone should still be given.

It Is important to get medical treatment

@ as quickly as possible, especially since
the effects of xylazine may continue
after naloxone is given. Call 9-1-1!!






