What are
youth gangs?

A youth gang is a group of people
who get together on a regular
basis to carry out violent, illegal, or
anti-social activities, including in-
timidation, assault, vandalism,
burglary and murder.

Gang members come from all races
and social classes. They can be

male or female, starting as young
as 7-years-old.

Eachngang has g name,

tion, such as clothing, hand
igns, algphabets|and pthe

communicate. Graffiti is the gang'’s
newspaper, a way to spread infor-
mation about meetings, drug deal-
ing and turf locations. Graffiti and
other gang-related vandalism de-
stroy neighborhoods and cause
damage that is a financial burden
to everyone. Graffiti also disrespects
other gangs, provoking violent fights
that threaten innocent people.
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are luring away our

_yo_ung peoPle children with false we be
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and protection.
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. Young
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longer just
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at Nsk. Ggngs often, move ground
in oxderfo recrpit new members
and increase their tuxf. Although
angs primarily victimige each
er, anyopfe can be thewvictinrof
aga ated carjacking or drive-
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ing a criminal record. Many
young people are never discour-
aged from joining a gang. Once
they're a member, they feel
unable to leave. Young people
involved with gangs need par-
ents, caregivers and other
concerned adults to recog-
nize this and help them find
a safe way out.

Gang members contribute to the
growing drug epidemic by using
and selling illegal drugs, such as
alcohol and cocaine.

Because young children are especially vulnerable to
gangs, they need proper guidance and support from
people they trust. Informed parents, caregivers and con-
cerned adults, armed with knowledge and understand-
ing, can help children avoid this deadly lifestyle.

What can
parents do?

Listening and asking questions are
the most important things a parent
can do to keep their children out
of gangs. Ask your children what
they know about local gangs, and
listen to their s. Letfthem
offer suggestioRs for ayoiding gangs
and resisting, pressure o jgin.

Be a positive
role \model
Encoura
participation
. in health
acyjvities that
will bulld self
esteem. Estalplish fi
ules and follow thrpugh
whep those rules are brpken.
Stresy the importance ofla go
educgtion, and help yo ifdren
Set reasonable goals. Praise your
children when they succeed and
offer support, not criticism, when
they fail.

Meet with teachers to discuss your
children’s progress or problems.
Teachers can give good insight to
changes in your children’s behav-
ior and choice of friends. Join a
parent support group and share
information on gang and drug
abuse prevention. Invite local busi-
nesses, community agencies, stu-
dents and local law enforcement
to meet with schools and parents.
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