
is a pow
erfully addictive stim

ulant drug. 
It is a Schedule II drug, w

hich m
eans that 

it has a high potential for abuse, but can be 
prescribed for m

edical use.

WHAT ARE COCAINE 
AND CRACK?
WHAT ARE COCAINE 
AND CRACK?
COCAINE

CRACK
is a m

ixture of cocaine, w
ater, 

am
m

onia, and baking soda that 
is boiled together until it has a solid rock 
or crystal-like form

. It is also a highly addictive 
and pow

erful stim
ulant.

is a chem
ical that is critical 

to your brain’s rew
ard center. 

Cocaine blocks the rem
oval

of dopam
ine, w

hich builds up. 
This increase in dopam

ine 
levels causes the euphoria 
com

m
only experienced 

im
m

ediately after taking 
the drug. 

DOPAMINE

HOW DO 
THEY WORK ?
HOW DO 
THEY WORK ?

SIGNS OF USE INCLUDE:
SIGNS OF USE INCLUDE:

D
ilated pupils

R
unny nose/nosebleeds

Loss of interest 
in activities

M
ood sw

ings

W
eight loss

Increased energy, activity,
and restlessness

Changes in eatings 
or sleeping patterns

HELP IS AVAILABLE
HELP IS AVAILABLE
If you or or som

eone you know
 

is struggling w
ith addiction, 

there are m
any resources 

including the substance 
abuse national hotline 
that is free, confidential, 
and available 24/7, 365 
days a year. 
1-80

0
-662-H

ELP (4357) or 
TTY: 1-80

0
-487-4889.

LONG-TERM EFFECTS:
LONG-TERM EFFECTS:

Larger doses or m
ore frequent 

use increases the risk of negative 
psychological or physiological 
eff
ectsIncreased risk of seizures

B
rain function is im

paired w
hen 

it com
es to: sustaining attention, 

im
pulse control, decision m

aking, 
and m

ore!!!

Increased risk of stroke 
and dam

age to the heart

A GREATER RISK 
NOW MORE THAN EVER
A GREATER RISK 
NOW MORE THAN EVER

The synthetic-opioid 
fentanyl is a pow

dered 
drug that is often m

ixed 
w

ith cocaine. 

This m
ixture greatly 

increases the likelihood 
of a fatal overdose. The 
best w

ay to avoid the risk 
of an accidental overdose 
is to avoid using cocaine 
entirely.

WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE?
Pow

der
Pow

der

Liquid solution. 
This is cocaine hydrocholoride, 
w

hich can be used m
edicinally 

as a local anesthetic
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edicinally 

as a local anesthetic

R
ock crystal 

(also know
n as “freebase cocaine”). 

This form
 is m

ost com
m

only know
n 

as crack

R
ock crystal 

(also know
n as “freebase cocaine”). 

This form
 is m

ost com
m

only know
n 

as crack

UNDERSTANDING 
AN OVERDOSE
UNDERSTANDING 
AN OVERDOSE
Sym

ptom
s of an overdose include:

Elevated heart rate

R
ise in body tem

perature

N
ausea and vom

iting

Chest pain

Loss of consciousness

PREVIE
W

 C
OPY




